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Rational Judgment of Foreign Policy-Makers and International Law

LIU Zhi-yun
(Law School, Xiamen University, Xiamen 361005, Fujian)

Abstract: The formulation and implementation of foreign policy must center around national interests and goals, which
entails rational judgment as the primary principle on the part of policy-makers. In practice, bearing the principle of rational
judgment in mind does not necessarily rule out the possibility to have policymaking preferences owing to subjective judg-
ment, e. g. the preferences of unilateralism and multilateralism in American foreign policy. In addition, during foreign poli-
cy-making, various factors may interfere and result in errors in an otherwise rational judgment. In some cases, due to chan-
ges in the objective world leading to a change of national interests, the attitude of a nation toward foreign policy and interna-
tional law may change as well. This study looks into the practice of international law and concludes that the principle of ra-
tional judgment in foreign policy-making is an important approach to understanding the attitude and choice of action in rela-
tion to a specific international legal system. Only by taking various factors into full consideration can we accurately deter-
mine the correlations between national interests, foreign policy and international law.

Key Words: foreign policy, international law, national interest
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