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On Xunzi’s Concept of “Li” from the Perspective of Political Philosophy .
Observations Centering Around Human Nature, Good Government and Justice

XIE Xiao-dong
(Department of Philosophy, Xiamen University, Xiamen 361005, Fujian)

Abstract: The Pre-Qin Confucian political philosophy was focused on human nature, good government and justice.
Xunzi was an important philosopher in that school of thought. To Zunzi, that focus, to a great extent, had the concept of
“Li” (rites) at the core. This paper examines this concept from the perspective of political philosophy and finds it multi-di-
mensional. Firstly, in terms of human-nature-centered philosophy, his idea belonged to heteronomy. Secondly, Xunzi re-
garded monarchy despotism as the ideal form of regime, though he believed that it should be better termed as benevolent
despotism. Finally, Xunzi, in his discussion of the concept of justice, proposed a unique theory of justice emphasizing elite
hierarchy distributive justice.
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