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On Chen Yuanguang’s Origin

YANG Ji-ping', XIE Chong-guang’
(1. Department of History, Xiamen University, Xamen 361005, Fujian;
2. Department of History, Fujian Normal Univeristy, Fuzhou 35007, Fujian)

Abstract: There have been great different views as to the origin of Chen Yuanguang, the man who established the first
official rule in Zhangzhou in the early Tang dynasty. One of the well-known opinions is that he came from Gushi, Guang-
zhou. Judging by the materials about dozens of his forefathers and descendants in his family tree that saying is unfounded.
According to some relatively reliable historical data, Chen’s forefathers came from Hedong and settled in Guangdong and lat-
er became the influential figures in Zhangzhou and Chaozhou area. It is indisputable that Fujian has been greatly influenced
by Zhongyuan culturally. But Zhongyuzn here is a broad concept, not limited in central Henan, not to say Gushi.

Key Words: in the early Tang dynasty, Lingnan regional adminstion, Chen Yuan-guang, genealogy fraud
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