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Problems of Hypothetical Syllogism and Their Contextual Interpretations

CAO Jian-bo
( Department of Philosophy, Xiamen University , Xiamen 361005, Fujian)

Abstract ; It is commonly believed that hypothetical syllogism is effective. This paper, however, argues that there are
counter-examples of subjunctive conditionals, indicative conditionals and modal statements to hypothetical syllogism. By an-
alyzing specific cases centering around Hoover,we find that there are many such counterexamples but they do not prove hy-
pothetical syllogism invalid, but merely show that hypothetical syllogism has contextual limitations. Hypothetical syllogism
is not absolutely infallible but contextually infallible. This paper concludes that the context-analytical method can provide
limitation and defense for the effectiveness of hypothetical syllogism.

Key Words: hypothetical syllogism, counter-example, context-analytical method
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