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The Development of Journalism in Taiwan’s Democratic Transition
A Study Based on In-depth Interviews about the Taiwan Academic and Industry

XIANG Fen

(Institute of Journalism and Communication,China Academy of Social Sciences,Beijing 100026, China)

Abstract: In order to understand the relationship between journalism and the democratic transition in Taiwan, 12 inter-
view questions have been offered to 16 relevant people in in-depth interviews. Through a generation of the collective memory,

a more authentic, comprehensive and thorough history and reality of Taiwan’s journalism in the democratic transition can be

established. It is found that more narratives and interpretations have focused on these issues control and freedom, attend-
ants and collusion, westernization and localization. In the free environment, respondents emphasize on “not infinite” freedom
and reasonable control to remove the shortcoming of the market, and long-term planning of journalism policy in line with the
local. Overall, orderly journalism policy and ideal media environment is the common expectation of respondents.

Key Words: Taiwan, democratic transition, journalism, the control policy of the press, in-depth interview

. 86 -



